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Every two years, Golf Monthly publishes a list of the Top 100 UK 
and Ireland golf courses. Ever since my first involvement in this 
process, well over a decade ago, I've been consistently 
impressed by the continual improvements made by many of 
the golf courses we feature. Quite simply, the top courses never 
stand still.

Royal Birkdale is the highest ranked of the English layouts in our 
Top 100 and for those who have been lucky enough to have 
played it, you'll know exactly why. It is both ruggedly beautiful 
and exquisitely challenging. It is also a great example of a classic 
links that has been improved whilst staying true to its original 
design. There have been a series of changes, some subtle, some 
more drastic, ahead of the 2026 Open that I think are likely to 
add to the drama of the Championship.

The first of these is a brand new par 3. The old downhill par-3 
14th has gone and in its place is a devilish new test. The par-3 
15th can play long or short, depending on how the committee 
set up the course. Importantly, it has a very narrow entrance – 
there are some deep, cavernous bunkers on the left and some 
runo�s on the right. Any slightly errant shot will be expelled 
from the putting surface and leave a tough up and down. 

NEIL TAPPIN, EDITOR, GOLF MONTHLY

YOUR GUIDE TO 
GOLF’S ULTIMATE TEST
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Another hole worth highlighting is the completely redesigned 
short par-4 5th. This was always a good risk-reward hole and 
now the players can see the green (and all the trouble) from the 
tee. Get it right, and you can certainly set up a birdie or eagle 
opportunity, but make a mistake, and there are bunkers and 
water that can certainly catch you out. 

Another hole that has been more subtly changed is the 18th. 
The tee has been moved to the left and, as such, it now plays 
straight back towards the clubhouse. To my mind, it makes for 
a much more intimidating tee shot. Everything stretches out in 
front of you, and it requires an arrow straight drive into a fairway 
that feels claustrophobically narrow. Even a slightly skewed 
drive right or left is likely to find one of the yawning bunkers, 
and given the length of the hole, makes a bogey the most likely 
outcome. With a one-shot lead, the 18th represents a fearsome 
test of skill and courage.

Royal Birkdale is a worthy host for the greatest Championship 
in the game. It has evolved to test the best players to the limit, 
and I’m delighted that Golf Monthly has partnered with 
Strokesaver to deliver a guide that brings you even closer to the 
action. Enjoy the Open.
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ALL MEASUREMENTS ARE IN YARDS
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During Open Championships and other tournaments, Pros rarely 

play a shot without first checking their course guide.�Every 

Strokesaver combines GPS and drone technology for the 

very best in mapping and distance information.�All Amateurs, 

like Pros, should want to know the layout of each hole 

and the exact distance to the green front.

A Strokesaver has been exclusively produced for the Players 

at all Open Championships for the past 46 years,�where the 

precise measurement of every shot can make the difference 

between winning or losing. 
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ROYAL BIRKDALE PROFESSIONAL SHOP

PERFORMANCE
FITTING CENTRE
Situated at the world-famous Royal Birkdale 
Golf Club, you can experience being �tted 
by one of our Master club �tters. All �ttings 
begin in our state-of-the-art �tting studio 
before being completed outside on the 
famous Royal Birkdale turf.

To book please contact us directly on 
01704 552030
proshop@royalbirkdale.com 
www.royalbirkdaleproshop.com

mailto:proshop@royalbirkdale.com
https://royalbirkdaleproshop.com
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www.royalportrushgolfclub.com

Championship Links
on the Causeway Coast

Having hosted the Open Championship
for the third time last summer, 
Royal Portrush Golf Club o%ers an 
outstanding golfing experience on 
one of the most historic and scenic 
links courses in the world.

Visitors are warmly welcomed to 
play the famed Dunluce Links and 
its hidden gem, the Valley Links - 
both delivering an unforgettable 
test of true links golf.

“A truly special course in a 
spectacular setting.”

https://www.royalportrushgolfclub.com
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https://crudenbaygolfclub.co.uk
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https://countylouthgolfclub.com
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https://nairngolfclub.co.uk
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https://www.theflyingcaddie.com
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Where 
Links 
Golf Lives
Founded in 1780 on Scotland’s breathtaking 
north-east coast, Royal Aberdeen offers a truly 
distinguished golfing experience. Granted Royal 
status by King Edward VII, the club blends rich 
heritage with a world-class test of golf.

The famed Balgownie course is celebrated for its 
unforgettable opening stretch—widely regarded among the 
finest in the game – 
set against dramatic dunes and sweeping coastal vistas.

Firm fairways and natural contours demand imagination and precision, 
rewarding those who embrace the true spirit of links golf.

Whether you’re chasing a bucket-list round or planning your next 
golfing escape, Royal Aberdeen delivers an experience that lingers long 
after the final putt.

Experience golf at its purest.

royalaberdeengolf.com

Plan your visit

reservations@royalaberdeengolf.co.uk

+44 (0) 1224 702571 (Option 1) 

https://royalaberdeengolf.com
mailto:reservations@royalaberdeengolf.co.uk
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Three Wonderful Courses,
One Magnificent Club

T: +44 (0) 28 7083 2015
E: reception@portstewartgc.co.uk

www.portstewartgc.co.uk
QR CODE

https://www.portstewartgc.co.uk
mailto:reception@portstewartgc.co.uk
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https://www.golfparexcellence.com
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Set alongside the famous Royal Lytham & St Annes 
Clubhouse, lies the Club’s world-renowned Dormy House.

With 16 en-suite rooms, the majority of which provide 
views over the links, guests are provided with the 

perfect setting to explore the Path of Legends.

A stay in the Dormy allows visitors exclusive access to the 
course on certain days and discounted green fees.

To enquire about a stay & play package, email 
bookings@royallytham.org

walk the path of legendswalk the path of legends

mailto:bookings@royallytham.org
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https://carnoustie.com
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TOTAL:   7223 YARDS - PAR 70
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https://scotscraiggolfingclub.com
https://forfargolfclub.com
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